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Quote’s of the month: 

You cannot always see your

Destination on the first step of the

Journey. The key is to plan your work, and work your plan.
Legislative Update:
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There are developments taking place in our struggle toward seeking sensible criminal justice policies in Maryland. The recent Supreme Court decision in Miller V. Alabama where the court decided that juvenile’s cannot be sentenced to mandatory Life without Parole (LWOP), using essentially the same language we’ve been using for years; juvenile’s minds are not fully developed enough to understand the consequences of their action. Even though Maryland does not have mandatory life LWOP, its current policy has the same effects. In California, Governor Jerry Brown, has signed SB-9, ‘The fair Sentencing for Youth Act,’ allowing former juveniles to petition the court for resentencing after serving 15 years. Governor Brown has also taken no action on 80% of the lifer recommendations that has come before his desk; which means that those individuals will be released. We are closely following what is taking place in California, because their parole system is very similar to Maryland’s. Our challenge is making the case for everyone serving parole eligible life sentences, by focusing on those who were juveniles, and those convicted under the felony murder statute, with the ultimate objective of totally removing politics from the process, gives us a venue to completely depoliticize the parole process. 
Most of you are aware that we have initiated a litter writing campaign; individuals are to write a two to three paragraph letter out lining their accomplishments since incarcerated, explaining why you believe you are entitled to at least meaning consideration for parole release. This information is to be sent to the Senators and Delegates, and potential sponsors, and cosponsors of legislation. A copy of a form letter and the list of people to be contacted have been sent to the lifer coordinators in each institution, and some of your family members and friends. It cannot be express how important this task is, these people need to know who you are, and why you deserves, at the very least a meaningful opportunity to regain your freedom. Send a copy of what you send to the P.O. Box stating on the envelop form letter, so that we have a copy for our files. Refer to our September News-Letter for additional information. There are over 2600 people serving parole eligible life sentences in Maryland, imagine the effects it would have if half, or even 1/3 of you, your family members and friends, write, e-mailed, or called voicing your concern for this issue.
General News: 
We visited ECI and met with each side, and both groups were well attended. They have begun the letter writing campaign, and those who are affected by the Unger decision are preparing petitions.
We visited the I-WISH group of lifer’s at MCI-W, and the women there have also begun the letter writing campaign. They asked me to “tell the men to step up their game.” No really, they are just a great group of women, and are holding it down in spite of what they go through.
We are in contact with the lifers at WCI, and NBCI, they too are organizing the lifers there, and have began the process. 

The Hagerstown region, RCI, and MCI-H are mobilizing their members too, and we are attending a forum at MCI-H November 8th.
We are planning to visit the lifer’s at JCI on the 22nd. They too are preparing petitions on the Unger case, and have begun organizing their members to begin letter writing.

We also plan to visit with the lifers at MCTC soon.
A final reminder: MCI-H: Is hosting a community forum November 8th anyone wishing to attend can contact Ms Offutt at the below listed information: The event is from 9:00 am – 2:30 pm.
Ms. E. Offutt

240-420-1314

rloffutt@dpscs.state.md.us
I realize that this is short notice, but if you can get the message out to your family members, and friends this is an event they may want to attend.
October 24, 2012 12-2pm

Open Society Foundations

1730 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, 7th Floor

PANELISTS

Tracy Velazquez, Justice Policy Institute

Ashley Nellis, The Sentencing Project

Nancy Mullane, Reporter and Author of Life After Murder

Walter Lomax, Maryland Restorative Justice Initiative
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The strength of any effort, is the exact measure of its result.

“Never give in – Never give up.” 
Walter Lomax, P.O. Box 33313, Baltimore, Maryland 21218; 1111 Park Ave. Suite 151, Baltimore, Maryland 21201
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